MINUTES OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER OF THE UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF THEATRE TECHNOLOGY

TORONTO, CANADA 3/18/05

Meeting called to order 8:11am. In attendance are Randy Earle, Dinna Myers, Darrell Winn, Todd Fouyer, Tom Hird, Steve Kaplowitz, Jerry Enos, Ned Jacobson, Barbara Murray and Joanne Martin.

Treasury Report.  – Deficit spending in 2004 due to website redesign. Chapter has $3,031.94 in the bank.  Dinna is not willing to ask Nation for more money until we figure out how to spend this money.  How shall we spend it on programming?  

Programming – 

Diana Antonakos, current Membership Director, has been helpful in that she has connections in the Opera, Commonwealth, and PALM events.  She has been working toward some expanded events in the SF area to include USITT.  Diana has not been particularly effective n the area of member development.  Perhaps ask her to switch to programming committee, where her heart seems to lie. 

Tom Hird has an idea to contact University colleagues to sponsor events on their campuses on a rotational basis.   National Treasurer, Holly, has arranged for chapters to have $600 a year for programming.  This is en excellent way to help fund these events.

Best idea was to have a yearly Student Design Tech Forum that would include Portfolio Reviews, Mock Job Interview, Guest Speakers, Round Table Discussions, Manufacturer Sponsored Session, and a Cocktail Party.  Suggested USITT Swag for student competitors.

We have identified geographical parameters for the areas of our chapter which should rotate hosting this event.

· Sacramento/Reno area, 

· South Bay/Monterey Bay, 

· San Francisco/North Bay/East Bay, 

· Fresno, 

· Chico/Humboldt.

Major questions:

· Who will take ownership of the event?

· Can we survey the potential audience, professors and see if they can get them to build it into their curriculum.  Keeping and maintaining a portfolio. 

· Can we get Charley Berlinner with United Scenic Artists or Eddie Raymond for portfolio reviews?  Get non-academics in to do critiques?  

· Separate MFA and BA and BFA categories?   

· Engage the costumer’s alliance? 

Howard Gee is offering a Cal Poly tour. Bill Meyer at CSU Fullerton Master class in scenery automation.  

Membership- 
 

Get more members!!!!   Dinna emailed every Northern California National member, to no avail.  Invoice everyone in the book for membership and see what happens? 

Elect officers: 

Everyone hid under his or her collars.  Tom Hird nominated by Randy Earle and seconded by Steve Kaplowitz.  Unanimous vote.  Tom reelected.  

Tom nominates Ron for Secretary.   Seconded by Barbara Murray.  Unanimous vote.  Ron Spaulding reelected.  

Barbara nominated Dinna Myers for Treasurer. Steve Kaplowitz seconded.  Unanimous vote.   Dinna reelected.    

New Business – 

Randy Earle – Annual Art Auction – solicit some designs from NorCal artists on the website, Painters elevations, renderings, represent the world or regional theatre Randy the Clearinghouse.  Randy to get Dinna the copy to get it on the website.  

Flea market – old lighting equipment donations.  Musson has some weird stuff to donate.  

