MINUTES OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER OF THE UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF THEATRE TECHNOLOGY

LOUISVILLE MARCH 30, 2006

Meeting called to order 8:14am. In attendance are Dennis Paoletti, Dinna Myers, Darrell Winn, Virginia Vogel, Tom Hird, Steve Kaplowitz, Daniel Schindler, Michael Ramsaur, Jim McHugh, Rea Robinson, Gail Russell, Kathy Burleson, Barbara Murray, Cathie McClellan.

Treasury Report.  – Chapter has $2,108.36 in the bank.  Dinna is not willing to ask National for more money until we figure out how to spend this money.  How shall we spend it on programming?  

Programming – 

Dennis interested in Sunset Theatre in Carmel.  Nice place for a trip.  Monterey Peninsula College – Steve Retsky will likely help host.    Tie in architects and their commission.  

Make Cirque a yearly backstage tour.  

Best idea was to have a yearly Student Design Tech Forum that would include Portfolio Reviews, Mock Job Interview, Guest Speakers, Round Table Discussions, Manufacturer Sponsored Session, and a Cocktail Party.  Suggested USITT Swag for student competitors. Barbara and Jerry at Santa Clara U will take some ownership of this event.  

Major questions:

· Who will take ownership of the event?

· Can we survey the potential audience, professors and see if they can get them to build it into their curriculum.  Keeping and maintaining a portfolio. 

· Can we get Charley Berlinner with United Scenic Artists or Eddie Raymond for portfolio reviews?  Get non-academics in to do critiques?  

· Separate MFA and BA and BFA categories?   

· Engage the costumer’s alliance? Cathie McClellan - flat patterning or draping.  

Diana Antonakos, current Membership Director, has been helpful in that she has connections in the Opera, Commonwealth, and PALM events.  She has been working toward some expanded events in the SF area to include USITT. 

Tom Hird has an idea to contact University colleagues to sponsor events on their campuses on a rotational basis. We have identified geographical parameters for the areas of our chapter which should rotate hosting this event.

· Sacramento/Reno area, 

· South Bay/Monterey Bay, 

· San Francisco/North Bay/East Bay, 

· Fresno, 

· Chico/Humboldt.

Howard Gee is offering a Cal Poly tour. Bill Meyer at CSU Fullerton Master class in scenery automation.   Ross Williams would participate in this if offered.  

Membership- 
 

Get more members!!!!   Dinna emailed every Northern California National member, to no avail.  Invoice everyone in the book for membership and see what happens?   Send everyone Excel spreadsheet of membership.  

Membership categories and directory on the website?

Tom interested in a phone tree to get new members.  

Elect officers: 

· CHAIR - Tom Hird nominated by Randy Earle and seconded by Michael Ramsaur.  Unanimous vote.  Tom reelected.  

· SECRETARY - Tom nominates Ron Spaulding.   Seconded by Michael Ramsaur.  Unanimous vote.  Ron Spaulding reelected.  

· TREASURER - Barbara nominated Dinna Myers. Michael Ramsaur seconded.  Unanimous vote.   Dinna reelected.    

· Dennis Paoletti and Barbara Murray and Kathy Burleson willing to be an at-large member. Michael Ramsaur seconded.   Unanimous vote.  

New Business – 

Communications.  Ron keeps a list of those who submit their dues with information.  Can join via website.  Use the national list for email addresses.  

Place on national form to pay dues for section or up national dues and assign everyone to a section.  

Remind Tom to tell me about website.  National has a server and they have room.  

Student scholarships to National Conference.  

